Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LA PAZ 02238 101613Z 
66 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 10-14 DRC-01 /110W 

031732 

R 092057Z APR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2795 

UNCLAS LA PAZ 2238 SECTION 2 OF 2 

15. AS A SOLDIER FORMED IN DISCIPLINE AND DAILY SACRIFICE, 

I SHALL CALL EVERYTING BY ITS PROPER NAME. I COME TO TELL 
YOU THAT IN HISTORY AND IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, THERE 
ARE NO MIRACLES. IF WE DO NOT FACE UP TO THIS HARSH 
REALITY WITH DISCIPLINE AND ENERGY IMPLICIT IN GREAT HISTORIC 
ENTERPRISES, WE RISK THE INDEFINITE CONTINUATION OF THAT 
PAINFUL FRUSTRATION WHICH WEIGHS ON OUR CONSCIENCE. 

16. HERE, BEFORE THE PORTRAIT OF THE GREAT ANDES DE SANTA 
CRUZ AND BEFORE THE TENDER BUT ENERGETIC EYES OF THE MADRE 
PATRIA, HAVING AS A WITNESS THE FLAG WHICH FLEW OVER OUR 
SEA COAST, I HAVE COME TO CONSULT WITH YOU ABOUT THE EFFORT 
AND THE SACRIFICES THAT THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE MUST MAKE, WITH 
THE DIGNITY WITH IS PART OF OUR NATURE, IN ORDER TO REGAIN 
THE SEA WHICH BELONGED TO BOLIVIA, AND THAT BY THE FORCE 
OF LOGIC AND JUSTICE WILL DEFINITELY BE BOLIVIAN AGAIN. 

17. 1 HAVE COME TO CONSULT WITH YOU ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 

OF UNITING ALL BOLIVIANS ABOUT THE ARMED FORCES OF THE NATION 
IN ORDER TO ATTAIN THE HISTORIC GOAL OF RETURNING TO THE 
SEA. UNITY WITHIN A FRAMEWORK OF SHARED RIGHTS AND 
OBLIGATIONS, WITH STRONG TIES OF SOLIDARITY AND MUTUAL 
RESPECT, IN THE COMMON HOPE OF HAVING A PROSPEROUS 
COUNTRY WHICH ENJOYS DIGNITY AND A CONNECTION TO THE REST 
OF THE WORLD. 
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18. 1 HAVE COME TO CONSULT WITH YOU ABOUT THE GENERAL EFFORT 
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WHICH HAS TO BE MADE TO ATTAIN THE DEVELOPMENT THAT WILL 
PERMIT US TO "RETURN TO THE SEA". DEVELOPMENT WHICH INCLUDES 
ALL ASPECTS OF OUR SOCIETY, THAT WILL BE A PERMANENT PROCESS 
TO IMPROVE AND CHANGE THE ECONOMY, CULTURE AND POLITICS 
OF THE COUNTRY. BUT ABOVE ALL, DEVELOPMENT TO GIVE ALL 
BOLIVIANS WHAT HAS BEEN DENIED FOR SO LONG: THE MEANS BY 
WHICH THEY CAN LIVE HAPPILY, WITH FAITH IN THE FUTURE. 

19. FOR MY GOVERNMENT, MERE ECONOMIC GROWTH HAS LITTLE 
MEANING; THE GREATER VOLUME OF INVESTMENTS WE RECEIVE, 

THE USE OF ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, THE USE OF OUR NATURAL 
RESOURCES, ACQUIRE HISTORIC VALUE ONLY IN SO FAR AS THEY 
RESPOND TO THE NEEDS OF THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE. 

20. 1 HAVE COME TO CONSULT WITH YOU ABOUT THE CREATION 
OF NEW MECHANISMS OF POLITICAL PARTICIPATION WHICH WILL 
PERMIT US TO STRENGTHEN THE STRUCTURES OF THE STATE FOR 
A "RETURN TO THE SEA'"’. 

21. (I ASK FOR) PARTICIPATION OF THE BROADEST SECTORS OF 
THE PEOPLE IN THE AWARENESS OF DISCUSSION ABOUT NATIONAL 
PROBLEMS. 

2. FOR MY GOVERNMENT, PARTICIPATION IS A RIGHT BUT IT 
IS ALSO A SERIOUS RESPONSIBILITY. 

23. IT IS NOT JUST THE USE OF THE ADVANTAGES AND BENEFITS 
DERIVING FROM POWER, NOR THE OBTAINING OF POSITIONS TO 
SATISFY PERSONAL INTEREST. PARTICIPATION IS A SERVICE TO 
THE COUNTRY WHICH REQUIRES DISCIPLINE, HONESTY, SACRIFICE 
AND CREATIVE PASSION. 

24. 1 HAVE COME TO CONSULT WITH YOU ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
ESTABLISHING A GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL PARTICIPATION IN 
ORDER TO "RETURN TO THE SEA". 

25. 1 RESPECT THE POLITICAL PARTIES; THERE EXIST ORGANIZATIONS 
WITH TRADITION AND LONG YEARS OF STRUGGLE WHICH FORM A 
PART OF OUR HISTORY. I HAVE WITNESSED THE LOYAL AND CONSISTENT 
MANNER IN WHICH THE POLITICAL PARTIES FORMING THE NATIONALIST 
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POPULAR FRONT HAVE ACTED. FROM THIS SUPRA PARTY INSTITUTION 
I HAVE RECEIVED SINCERE AND DEVOTE COOPERATION. BUT 
THE TASKS OF DEVELOPMENT, AND THE SUBSEQUENT RETURN TO THE 
SEA, REQUIRE A GENERAL ACTION, A FULL MOBILIZATION OF ALL 
THE PEOPLE. 

26. NONE OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES ALONE, NO ONE INSTITUTION 
ACTING SEPARATELY FROM OTHER STRUCTURES, IS IN A POSITION 
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TO BE THE PROTAGONIST IN THE CREATIVE ADVENTURE OF DEVELOPMENT. 

27. THE RETURN TO THE SEA REQUIRES THE CONSCIENTIOUS AND 
WILLING UNITY OF ALL BOLIVIANS. 

28. A SOCIETY SUCH AS THE ONE WE ARE SEEKING MUST WIDEN 
PARTICIPATION, BUT AT THE SAME TIME DEFINE THE NORMS OF 
SOCIAL CONDUCT SO THAT SUCH PARTICIPATION WILL BE USEFUL 
AND NOT DISRUPTIVE. 

29. CONSIDERING THAT THE BEST OF THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE AND 
A SMALL BUT WORTHY REPRESENTATION OF BOLIVIAN WOMEN IS 
REPRESENTED HERE, I HAVE COME TO TALK TO YOU WITH THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF A GOVERNOR WHO IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
FUTURE, WITH THE CLARITY AND SINCERITY OF A MAN WHO LOVES 

HIS COUNTRY WITH A HARD AND DEMANDING LOVE, WITH THE MODESTY 
OF A SOLDIER FORMED FOR DUTY AND SACRIFICE, AND WITH THE 
HOPE OF BEING UNDERSTOOD IN THE EXACT MEANING OF MY IDEAS 
AND CONCERNS. 

30. 1 ASK YOU FOR THE FIRST TIME TO PUT ASIDE PERSONAL 
OR GROUP INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER THE INTERESTS OF THE 
COUNTRY, LET US MAKE HERE, AT THIS PLACE, BEFORE THE MADRE 
PATRIA AND THE MEMORY OF THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES 
FIGHTING AGAINST INJUSTICE, THE 

DECISION WE ARE BOUND TO MAKE AS MEN AND AS BOLIVIANS. 

31. WHAT I ASK FOR IS UNITY, DEVELOPMENT AND NATIONAL 
PARTICIPATION, BASED UPON THE RESPONSIBILITY WE HAVE TOWARD 
FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

32. IN THE AWARENESS OF THE CHALLENGE THAT THIS CONSULTATION 
IMPLIES, I AM PREPAED FOR ANY SACRIFICE THAT MAY BE NECESSARY, 
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INCLUDING MY WITHDRAWAL FROM THE HIGH MISSION THAT HAS BEEN 
BESTOWED UPON ME. 

33. GENTLEMEN: OUR LAND-LOCKED SITUATION IS OLD, BUT THE 
CONSCIENCE OF THIS LAND-LOCKED SITUATION AND THE DECISION 
TO RETURN TO THE SEA IS OURS TODAY. LET US DO EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE SO THAT LATER WE SHALL NOT SHARE THE BITTER 
FRUSTRATION OF THOSE WHO DO NOT WISH TO WORK FOR THE FATHERLAND. 
STEDMAN 
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